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INTRODUCTION TO HUMANITIES
[Liberal Studies U151L, 4cr.]
Plenary Lectures (Th 11-12 ULH or 7-8 SS 352)
Class - Section 04 (MWF 11: 10-12:00; SS 344)
Instructor: Hayden W. Ausland (LA 424: Office Hours to be announced)
II

General survey of the field of Humanities in Western Civilization ... "- UM Catalogue

The character of this course: This class has several components, designed to call upon
your talents of reading, observation, and conversation. The teachers for this class will be
our books, and we accordingly have the obligation to get to know them and discuss them
with one another in a responsible manner. The large Thursday lectures will exhibit some
diverse perspectives on several problems arising out of or attending our readings, but will
be unable to deliver the last word on these. Approaching this task falls within the
jurisdiction of individual sections such as our own. The majority of our work we will do in
regular discussions of the readings and lectures. While I will be taking the lead, the "first"
students in the class will have the obligation to spur conversation with questions and to
encourage all other students to be participants. Evaluation will be made according to a
definite set of criteria, which are set forth in detail on the reverse of this sheet.
Coordinated schedule of readings, lectures, and written assignments:
S4

Genesis
("lntroduction to Course/Genesis" - Dietrich)

Sl 1

Genesis (continued); Exodus; Jeremiah
("Law & the Prophets" - Larson)

S18

Job; Esther; Ecclesiastes; Psalms 1-25
("Job & Wisdom" - Pack)

S25

Homer, Odyssey
(" Greek Civilization & the Odyssey" - Ausland)

02

Homer, Odyssey (continued)
("Hero & Antihero in Homer" - Justman)

09

Selected Greek Lyric Poetry
("Greek Lyric" - Gillison)

016

Sophocles, Oedipus the King, Antigone, &Philoctetes
("Greek Drama" - Bigley)

023

Aristophanes, Clouds & Lysistrata; Plato, Euthyphro
("Plato & Greek Philosophy" - Walton)

030

Plato, Meno, Apology, & Crito
("The Hellenistic Era" - Scott)

N6

Polybius, The Rise of the Roman Empire
("Roman History Overview" - Gillison)

N13

Gospels of Matthew & John
("Gospels" - Lee)

Week l

Week2

Week3

Week4

Week5

Week6

Week7

Week8

Week9

Week 10

Week 11

[paper #1 due]

[paper #2 due]

[MT)

[paper #3 due]

N20

Paul, Letter to the Romans
("The Letters of Paul (Romans)" - Bigley)

N27

Plato, Phaedo
("Thanksgiving" - Turkey)

04

Augustine, Confessions
("Augustine's Confessions" - Fandozzi)

Dll

review/catch-up
(Roman & Christian Art - Mudd)

Week 12

Week 13

Week 14

Week 15

Exam Week

Thursday, December 16, 7:40-9:40 PM

[paper #4 due]

[Final]

Course standards and requirements:
Performance will be evaluated and graded based on a number of factors to which it would
be unduly rigid to assign "percentages", but which might be fairly set out as follows:
A.
Preparation and completion of the work for class, including careful reading of the
assigned texts, attendance at the general lectures, and participation in the section meetings.*
B.

Individual written work, including **
1.
Four short written assignments (due Wednesdays of weeks 3,6,9,& 12)
2.
A one-hour mid-term examination (in class on Wednesday, October 22)
3.
A final examination (Tuesday, December 17, 8-lOAM, SS 344)

Grading will be based upon these viewed as aspects of a whole, not as fractions of a
sum.

*

(Explanation of A):
Of foremost importance is to follow through on a decision to enroll in the course: in
order for evaluation to come into question at all, one must have have completed the course as
a whole. Attending only part of the time will tend to produce a failing grade no matter what
the level of performance is for that part of the time, and omitting an exam or paper will have
the same result no matter what the quality of the remaining written work is.
The best plan/or success is to keep step with the readings (which means reading these
in advance of their scheduled treatment in the general lectures) and to get regularly to class in
a condition that enables you to benefit from, and benefit, what is happening there.
The easiest way to fail the course is to miss large stretches of class time, show up for
meetings in a daze about the assigned subject matter, or appear during office hours only
toward the end of the term with questions like, "What do I have to do to pass?"
[One qualification: the early term is the time for estimating whether or not you have
time for this course, but if unforseen circumstances on occasion leave you with the choice
between missing class and corning to it unprepared, it should be clear which is the better
course of action and which can only compound the problem.]
** (Explanation of B):
(1) The written assignments, which will concern the readings under consideration during the
weeks in which they are being written, are not to exceed two pages in length, and should
explain rather than summarize. At least one will undergo revision. Mechanical as well as
substantive elements will be considered in grading.
(2 & 3) The examinations will have thr~e parts: (i) a brief section on the identification of
persons or themes; (ii) a quoted passage or two for discussion; (iii) a more general problem
posed for relatively discursive treatment.
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